
1 

 

February 2020 

West Linton St Andrew’s 
Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Minister ... 

Representation from our three congregations are invited to gather on 

6th February at Newlands Church to share in a time of conversation and 

reflection on our time together over the past 18 months.  We will focus 

on three main areas.  What we have learned?  What has been 

achieved? and, What do we take forward together?   Revisiting the 

initial objectives of this period of Interim Ministry might be helpful as 

we do so.  They were … to offer a period of settled ministry; allow 

healing to begin; enable relationships to be rebuilt; strengthen the 

linkage; enable a better understanding of process; help acknowledge 

the hurt and frustration caused by the disciplinary process; and provide 

tools for better ways of working together.   

  It is in these areas I have sought to offer my presence, my time, and 

my energy, but it is you rather than I who are best able to identify what 

might be considered successes and failings.  I have my own thoughts 

but only you can discern the true effect of this period.  For although I 

am the Interim Minister, the interim ministry has been provided, lived, 

and shaped by us all along this journey together.  Has anything changed 

or been transformed by us during this period?  It was never and could 

never have been a set time where all things broken might be fixed, or 

varied perspectives become a uniformity of mind, or everyone arriving 

at the same place at the same time.  It was and remains a journey, and 

as People of The Way (which is what the early followers of Jesus were 
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named) we continue travelling with one another and with Jesus as our 

companion into whatever future lies ahead. 

  That future is not perhaps what was expected when we began, but 

then only reflects life’s precarious and unpredictable nature, while 

rooting our faith in themes of hope, reconciliation, and trust.  As we 

journey, we live in hope, not that things will simply get better with the 

passage of time but to trust in that deeper grounding which is beyond 

and within our structures and our expectations.  While we are called to 

live as people who believe in love as reconciliation where we seek a life 

as reconciling people which is a lifelong task of learning, growing, and 

loving.   

  If we have learned anything as individuals, as congregations, or as a 

wider community of faith, then it must include some aspect of 

intentionally seeking a better way of doing and being church as a 

movement of listening, respecting, and walking together along that 

way. 

  The church has always been and ever will be a multi-faceted 

community rather than a homogeneous group, a colourful tapestry 

rather than a grey cloth, reflecting the God who is larger than we can 

ever imagine and a Jesus whose living, dying, and rising take us through 

and beyond the limiting perspectives of the world. 

  A success might be that we have discovered or rediscovered a way to 

journey together rather than a destination at which we have arrived, 

and as People of The Way, perhaps that is our greatest and most 

honest measure.  As the theologian Stanley Haurwas said, “Jesus called 

us not so much to be effective but to be faithful”. 

Stewart McPherson 
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On reaching 90 ... 
Seconds, minutes, days are counted 
Years are ticked as time goes past 

Weeks and months and years get mounted 
Am I growing old at last? 

 
But I still tend the garden 

And I still cut the grass 
I may be slow but give me pardon 

I’m not growing old too fast 
 

At 83 I stopped playing tennis 
Folks might say ‘twas time I should 

Kind folk don’t say the reason then is 
I really wasn’t very good 

 
My son and family thought me striving 

Journeys now were much too far 
Pressured me to give up driving 

Who would like to buy a car? 
 

Each year I go on vacation 
My daughter goes along with me 
Each day we walk for relaxation  

And enjoy our company 
 

And now that my eighties have ended 
I do not feel too stiff and staid 
Call me old – I’m not offended 

I look forward to the next decade!

David Campbell 
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From the Editor’s Scrapbook … 

Tater People 

Some people never seem motivated to participate, but are just content 

to watch while others do the work. 

They are called “Speck Taters”. 
 

Some people never do anything to help, but are gifted at finding fault 

with the way the others do the work. 

They are called “Comment Taters”. 
 

Some people are very bossy and tell others what to do but don’t want 

to soil their own hands. 

The are called “Dick Taters”. 
 

Some people are always looking to cause problems by asking others to 

agree with them.  Is it too hot or too cold, too sour or too sweet? 

They are called “Agi Taters”. 
 

There are those who say they will help, but somehow just never get 

around to actually doing the promised help. 

They are called “Hezzi Taters”. 
 

Some people can put up a front and pretend to be someone they are 

not. 

They are called “Imi Taters”. 
 

Then there are those who love others and always do what they say they 

will; always prepared to stop whatever they are doing to lend a helping 

hand.  They bring real sunshine into the lives of others. 

They are called “Sweetpo Taters”.  [If you know any “Sweetpo Taters” 

send them this] 
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Church Flowers ... 

Thank you, once again, to everyone who helps in any way with Church 

flowers, be it donating to the fund, bringing flowers to the Church, 

arranging or delivering flowers or supplying decorations.  This year, 

special thanks to George Gordon for donating the Christmas tree.  All 

these things help us make the Church look welcoming for those who 

are able to come to Church, and also enable us to deliver flowers to 

those who are in our thoughts.  I would also like to say thank you to 

David Campbell, who year by year keeps the brass shining!   

Jill Green 

Thank you ... 

I would like to extend warm and grateful thanks for all the kindness, 

good wishes and prayers I have received from so many over the past 6 

months, also for the generous offers and provision of practical help in 

the early days of my recovery.  The caring and kindness I have 

experienced has been immeasurable in terms of its support on this 

journey. 

Mary Turnbull 

Thank you … 

Thank you for all the donations to the Food Bank over the past year.  

These are much appreciated when they are taken to the Food Banks in 

Penicuik and Peebles. 

Also, thanks for all the gifts that were brought to our Gift Service in 

December and which were taken to the Salvation Army for distribution 

to children throughout the Borders who might not have received any 

other gifts. 
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Dates for your Diary … 

Transitional Support Group Meeting 

There will be a meeting on Thursday 6th February at 7.30 pm at 
Newlands Church when all 3 congregations are invited to gather with 
the visiting Transitional Support Group to reflect on the past 18 months 
and decide whether we are ready to draw the period of Interim 
Ministry to a close.  For a fuller explanation see the Minister’s Letter. 

 

Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

The Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held after the 
service on Sunday 8th March.  The accounts for 2019 will be presented.  
We will also be reviewing the change of time of our Sunday service.  If 
you have a view on this you can have your say in the discussion. 

 

Carlops Soup Lunch 

Wednesday 26th February from 12 noon. 

 

Newlands Guild 

Wednesday 26th February at 2.00 pm in the Old Church Hall, West 
Linton.  Topic “World Mission Activity”.  All welcome. 

 

Table Tennis 

Table tennis has restarted after the Christmas break on Fridays from 
7.00 pm to 9.00 pm in the New Church Hall. 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall 
2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

24th January 

7th February 

21st February 

6th March 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30am to 10.00am 

5th February 

4th March 

Baby Brunch 

Old Church Hall - Fridays  

9.00am to 12.00 noon 
 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

Guid Blethers 

Old Church Hall 

2.00 pm to 3.30 pm 

5th February 

19th February 

 

The next sessions of Messy Church are on: 

2nd February - Love Rules 

1st March - Messy Spring 

Location: New Church Hall, West Linton. 

Time: 4-6pm 

 
All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join 

in the fun! 

After a game to start the children will do a range of craft activities, 

then have a song and a story and finish off with a meal together.  

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

For more information contact Jean Howat (01968 660677) 

howatjean@gmail.com 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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Door Duties 

February T Hoskins(£) Choir 

  S Whalley Main 

  M Moore Gallery 

March  D Green Choir 

  C Herd Main  

  H Bruce Gallery (£) 

Welcome and Readers 

February   2nd Sheila Black 

    9th Sheila Black 

  16th Daryll Green 

  23rd Daryll Green 

March   1st Christine Leith 

    8th Christine Leith 

  15th Jean McNab 

  22nd Jean McNab 

  29th Mary Turnbull 

Drivers 

February Driver 1 

 Anne McDiarmid 

 01968 660495  

 Driver 2 Neil Calvert 

 01968 660807 

March Driver 1 Robert Wilson 

 01968 660121 

 Driver 2 Michael Knott 

 0168 660977 

Services February 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

 2nd Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Murray Campbell 

  9th Rev Stewart McPherson David Henderson-Howat Rev Stewart McPherson 

 16th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Murray Campbell 

23rd Colin Herd Sheena Livingstone Rev Stewart McPherson 

Flower Donations  
Ian & Jean Fraser (Christmas) 

George Gordon (Christmas Tree) 
Flower Donations - February 

Helen Dry 
Marion Moore 
Anna Gibson 

Joy Hoops 
Arranged by  Ann Lyon 

Flower Donations - March 
Flower Fund 

Margaret Benington 
Sheila Black 
Ruth Herd 

Arranged by Ruth Herd 

Material for the March Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 25th February 2020.  The March issue will be available on 

1st  March. Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-

westlinton.org.  Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


